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Mayor Adams kicks off 'Street Smart' summer traffic safety campaign Enforcement of distracted driving, red light running announced

PORTLAND, Ore. – Mayor Sam Adams kicked off a summer traffic safety initiative with transportation leaders representing trucking, driving, bicycling and pedestrians. The safety campaign, called “Street Smart: Go Safe,” will focus on distracted travel caused by cell phones, red light running and speeding -- regardless of whether a person is walking, bicycling or driving. This marks the first time these interests have teamed up to focus on a single set of concerns.

“Using a cell phone behind the wheel turns your car into a loaded weapon,” Mayor Sam Adams said. “This summer, the City of Portland is making a point that texting and talking on cell phones is deadly – especially for teens. So we’re teaming up with leaders from pedestrian, bicycling, driving and trucking groups to say that no matter how you move, go safe. Hang up when you drive.”

Adams and representatives from the AAA, Oregon Trucking Association, Bicycle Advisory Committee and Willamette Pedestrian Coalition all stressed the need to work together to create safer streets.

“Seven of the 10 deadliest days for teen drivers occur between May and August. Make no mistake: young people are texting, talking on their phones and looking up directions instead of paying attention to the road,” said Marie Dodds, AAA Oregon/Idaho Director of Government and Public Affairs. “Safe driving doesn’t take a summer break.”

“Speeding through a red light is illegal and dangerous. That’s why I’m asking Portlanders who bike to stop at red lights and follow the law, just like we ask drivers,” said Matt Arnold, chair of the Bicycle Advisory Committee. “If you’re running a red light on a bike, you’re blowing it for everybody.”

“Commercial drivers are some of the best-trained people on the road,” Oregon Trucking Association President Debra Dunn said. “We want all truck drivers to do their part in sharing the road this summer and to watch for the bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists in the 'No Zone.'”

[MORE]

"Everyone is a pedestrian at some point in the day. We need to remain alert and aware in an environment teeming with cars, bikes and trucks. So much can happen in a moment; the consequences of which last a lifetime," said Steph Routh, Executive Director of the Willamette Pedestrian Coalition.

Building from the success of Portland’s crosswalk enforcement and education missions, the City of Portland’s police and transportation bureaus will target enforcement efforts on two new areas: cell phone use while driving and red light running. In addition, PBOT will deploy speed reader boards to problem locations to highlight unsafe speeding in neighborhoods. Education materials will be used to inform Portlanders that small increases in speed dramatically increase the severity and frequency of crashes.

In Portland, 11 people died and 3,429 were injured in red-light running crashes from 2000 to 2009. As part of “Street Smart: Go Safe,” Portland will identify prioritized locations with high red light running crash histories for the new targeted enforcement operations.

###


